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Meetings have returned to the Pacifica Fire Station, 1100 Linda Mar Boulevard, Pacifica
Meeting Night Talk-In: 441.075MHz, (+) offset, PL 114.8, WA6TOW 70cm Repeater

PRESIDENT’'S COLUMN
Hello HAMs.

I want to send out a big thank you to those that volunteered at
the Pacifica Fog Fest. It is a great opportunity for us to show
our support for the community. Kathy, the Fog Fest
coordinator, was very thankful and complimented us by saying
with enthusiasm “you guys really have the system down”.
Thanks go out to Steve KN60ORM, Jillian KN6PIV, Bharat
W20KB, Tom KJ60OGL, Eric KO60GL, Dave K1IAAD, Jon
N6SJF, Ron WBIEGG and Ralph KC6YDH.

Elections for the board are coming up and nominations are due
at the October 14th meeting (also online). Please consider
putting your name in. I have been president for two years,
which is, (by custom) the unofficial term limit. I know there
are excellent candidates to fill the position.

Member needed to clean out their storage locker. This
includes club equipment we are no longer using. The
equipment will be offered to club members first, then to any
HAMs. If you have any questions about the equipment email
info@coastsidearc.org

1) “FREE” 20 meter, 3 element beam (40’ by 40°), with mast,
rope guide lines, ground stakes and coax. Last used at Field
Day 2025.

2) “NEW?” 10 meter, 5 element beam, 24’ boom, hy-gain LJ-
105CA, no longer made, did sell for $500. This was donated
to the club by Gary KI6HIG. As a fundraiser for the club we
are looking for the best offer.

‘73
Ralph Kugler, KC6YDH
Club President

CARC SEPTEMBER 9, 2026
MEETING MINUTES

Call to Order — The September 9, 2026, meeting called
to order at 7:35pm by President Ralph Kugler,
KC6YDH, at the Linda Mar Fire Station

Self-Introductions — Introductions by members in
attendance

Presentation — None

Break — None

Minutes — Motion by George-KJ6TSX and seconded by
Steve-KN60ORM to approve the minutes of the August
meeting as published in the September Coastside

Communicator.

Open Discussion —

Committee Reports

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer provided current status of accounts as of
September 9, 2026. Ralph stated that Ed Fong was
impressed with our new antenna, and decided to make a
donation. Thank you Ed for your donation.
Membership: Total Members: 44, Dues Current: 28.
Updated: 20260921. Need further reconciliation.

WA6TOW Repeater

Current status and future plans: New commercial
antenna has been installed and operating successfully with
positive feedback from across the Bay Area.



http://www.coastsidearc.org/
mailto:info@coastsidearc.org
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Repeater Status — No repeater updates at this time.
Ralph explained the recent work done to the repeaters /
antennas to our guests Don-NX1Q & Lori-KK4ANFW
(recently moved to Pacifica from Georga).

Unfinished Business

1. HEX Beam antenna status — Keep on list until
further update. Steve stated he would send an email
for status.

2. Scheduling speakers for meetings — Anyone that
wants to have a topic discussed, let us know and
we’ll get it on the schedule. Lori-KK4NFW (guest)
stated that she’s interested in learning more about
ARES. Ralph mentioned that that falls under
Pacifica CERT, and the 2 low level repeaters on the
North and South ends of the city that serve
Emergency Communications. The CERT leadership
is in the process of changing.

3. Repeater Monitoring — Paul had questioned about
this. It was a function Casey did for monitoring
radio transmissions on WA6TOW. Possibly look
into adding that feature again on the new repeaters.

4. Website updates: PayPal is functioning again. Paul
has created a new website. He demonstrated via
Google Meet the new look and functionality. He is
still learning some new tools to help. A “go live”
date has not been determined as yet. Access to the
site is: carc.fun or carcweb.org. Thank you Paul for
your efforts on the new site.

New Business

1. FogFest — Meeting tonight (6:30pm) at the Crespi
Center. Alcohol training and General Meeting. Jon-
N6SJF has volunteered to attend the meeting. Sign-
up sheet will be created and links emailed.

2. October meeting — Nomination of Officers. Tom had
stated that Ralph is terming out as President. After
the meeting, Steve looked into the By-Laws and said
they don’t list term limits for any of the offices. It
has been a practice of the Club for quite a number of
years that the President is limited to 2 consecutive
years in office, but is not in the By-Laws.

Newsletter
September newsletter emailed to webmaster.

Website
September newsletter uploaded to website.

Adjournment
Motion made by Gary-KI6HIG and seconded by

George-KJ6TSX to adjourn the meeting at 7:57pm.
Meeting adjourned.

Present at the Meeting

Officers: President: Ralph Kugler-KC6YDH, Vice-
President: Paul Adkins-AI6BB (Google Meet),
Secretary: Thomas Oliver-KJ60OGL, Treasurer: George
Salet-KJ6TSX

Members: Gary-KI6HIG, Steve-KN60ORM, Jillian-
KN6PIV (Google Meet)

Guests: Don and Lori Silva NX1Q & KK4NFW

Submitted by: ~ Thomas Oliver-KJ60OGL,
CARC Secretary

In Brief....

Musician and ARRL Life Member Lauren Speeth,
KK6NGE, has developed a unique way to learn
Morse code, using electric bass and puppies! Her free
MorseBass.com website combines music and visuals to help
learners recognize and remember CW characters. The site also
includes a list of common “CW Chat Words” commonly used
in on-air QSOs, helping learners quickly recognize frequently
used words.

“Watch Duty” is a real-time wildfire and flood tracking
alert app with active reporting in all 50 states. ARRL Idaho
Assistant Section Manager Dan Marler, K7REX, brought it to
our attention, along with a video explaining how it works
that’s posted to the RATPAC YouTube channel. (RATPAC is
the Radio Amateur Training Planning and Activities
Committee.) For more information on the free Watch Duty

app, visit watchduty.org.

NEWS

Morse Code Detectives - The California Historical Radio
Society is teaming up with the Girl Scouts of Northern
California to offer a series of Junior Detective badge
workshops focused on STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Math) topics. The first one, coming up
on October 3, will use Morse code as the basis for a program
on coded communications. According to the group’s website,
“Juniors will learn how detectives and investigators use coded
communication by exploring the history of Morse code and
creating a custom beaded bracelet or keychain that spells out a
secret message in dots and dashes. This hands-on activity
strengthens observation, pattern recognition, and problem-
solving skills while introducing participants to one of history’s
earliest wireless communication systems. Juniors will earn and
receive the Detective badge in this workshop.” Junior Girl
Scouts are in grades 4 and 5.

The California Historical Radio Society is a museum and
preservation organization focused on radio and broadcasting.


https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNzE5NjAyJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NTk1OCZsaT00NDUxMzAxOA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNzMwNzk3JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NTk1OCZsaT00NDY5MDI3MQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNzMwNzk3JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NTk1OCZsaT00NDY5MDI3Mg/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zNzMwNzk3JnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NTk1OCZsaT00NDY5MDI3Mw/index.html
https://us.list-manage.com/hyQmBObIylO?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=rjZi3Sy3aFicnUKl2d28JZ3BgnzM66bjbdlJ-QuOWdLsZb7dkZ8CbHbHkMBH
https://us.list-manage.com/hyQmBObIylO?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=rjZi3Sy3aFicnUKl2d28JZ3BgnzM66bjbdlJ-QuOWdLsZb7dkZ8CbHbHkMBH
https://us.list-manage.com/a3CJvMnCyJf?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=WYslWxpEK6JFqwHFjScOs07m5LPvvTzc6tEwJ7G5KOb3PxLeQoILeJ9M7L4z
https://us.list-manage.com/a3CJvMnCyJf?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=WYslWxpEK6JFqwHFjScOs07m5LPvvTzc6tEwJ7G5KOb3PxLeQoILeJ9M7L4z
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The organization’s Director of Marketing and Partnerships,
Michael Toedman, says many of the group’s 800-plus
members are ham radio operators and that the museum
includes an active ham shack and club station, W6CF. That is
the call sign of longtime ARRL Pacific Division Director Jim
Maxwell (SK), whose wife, Trudy, donated Jim’s station and
library to the society following his passing.

FCC and HHS Initiate New Proceedings on RF
Exposure - ARRL is following two new federal proceedings
concerning radio frequency (RF) exposure. On September 17,
2026, the FCC and the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) initiated parallel comment periods on RF
safety issues. Neither inquiry changes the current FCC RF
exposure rules that apply to all radio amateurs but could lead
to changes in later proceedings if the current rules are found to
be deficient.

The FCC’s Public Notice is narrowly focused on specific RF
exposure issues remanded to the Commission in 2021 by the
U.S. Court of Appeals. The Commission emphasizes that it
will give particular weight to submissions reflecting
specialized expertise in health and safety matters. The HHS
Request for Information (see also HHS press release) broadly
seeks evidence and information concerning the potential
health effects of electromagnetic fields (EMFs), RF radiation,
and wireless technologies.

Comments on the HHS inquiry are due October 21, with
comments on the FCC issues due by October 22.

The current rules governing RF exposure took effect on May
3, 2021, and are discussed in the September 2021 and May
2023 issues of QST. The ARRL website features additional
information, including an RF exposure calculator, the RF
Safety section from the 100th Edition of The ARRL
Handbook for Radio Communications, an explanatory video,
FAQs, and more. ARRL has made these resources available to
everyone in the amateur radio community without regard to
membership. ARRL urges all licensees to stay compliant and
safe.

Will RADE Be the Next SSB? - 1t’s been a half century
since single sideband (SSB) supplanted amplitude modulation
(AM) as the most popular voice mode on HF, due largely to its
spectrum efficiency, occupying roughly half the bandwidth of
an AM signal. Now, there’s a new digital voice mode from
FreeDV called Radio Autoencoder, or RADE, that occupies
half the bandwidth of an SSB signal and reportedly provides
more natural-sounding speech. According to Amateur Radio
Digital Communications (ARDC), which funded research that
advanced RADE’s development, “FreeDV RADE combines
machine learning with classical digital signal processing
(DSP) and can operate at signal-to-noise ratios (SNRs) as low
as -2 dB. Its design also addresses spectrum use, speech
quality, and power efficiency, all important considerations for
voice communications over HF.”

Most significantly, ARDC reports that manufacturers are
beginning to integrate the mode directly into their radios,
starting with a module that can be downloaded and installed

on certain FlexRadio models. Users of other transceivers may
run the mode through computers connected to their radios.
More details are available from FreeDV and on the ARDC
website.

Citizen scientists revived NASA’s long-retired ISEE-
3 probe in 2014 and fired its thrusters for the first
time in 27 years restoring its spin—but the larger burn
meant to return it to an Earth—Sun observation point failed
because the nitrogen needed to pressurize its fuel system had
apparently run out.

In 2014, a spacecraft launched before the first Space Shuttle
flight was approaching Earth for the first time in decades.
NASA had ended support for ISEE-3 in 1997. The specialized
ground equipment once used to command it had been
discarded, and no funded agency mission was waiting to take
control.

A publicly financed group of independent engineers,
scientists, programmers and radio specialists decided to
rebuild that capability. The ISEE-3 Reboot Project secured
NASA’s permission, assembled a modern command system
around software-defined radio hardware and reached the
spacecraft through some of the world’s largest radio
telescopes.

On 2 July 2014, the probe fired its hydrazine thrusters for the
first time since 1987. Eleven short pulses returned its spin
almost exactly to the original operating range. Six days later,
the team attempted the much larger maneuver needed to
reshape its path through the Earth-Moon system. That burn
quickly faded.

The failure was probably not an empty hydrazine tank.
Telemetry indicated that the spacecraft had lost the nitrogen
gas used to pressurize the propulsion system. Fuel could
remain aboard, but without pressure to push it through the
plumbing, it could not reach the thrusters.

ISEE-3 had already completed two pioneering missions
NASA launched the International Sun-Earth Explorer 3 on 12
August 1978 as part of a joint programme with the European
Space Agency. Its first destination was the Earth-Sun L1
region, about 1.5 million kilometers sunward of Earth.
ISEE-3 became the first spacecraft placed in a halo orbit
around a Lagrange point. From that position, it sampled the
solar wind before the flow reached Earth’s magnetic
environment. The geometry later became standard for solar
observatories because it offers a continuous view upstream
from the planet.

The probe’s working life then took an unusual turn. After the
primary mission, NASA redirected it through Earth’s long
magnetic tail and used five lunar flybys to send it toward
Comet 21P/Giacobini-Zinner.

Renamed the International Cometary Explorer, or ICE, it
passed about 7,862 kilometers from the comet’s nucleus on 11
September 1985. It was the first spacecraft to encounter a


https://us.list-manage.com/yHv8k3XQq8Q?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=XLHW-U3V2OutqjJaJy5wzGRogI07z-XyIg02kOCM3BIZhgLK7Xa6t76mMaxN
https://us.list-manage.com/15aiHtQYLi5?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=w32YDS5WmIhYC7awFSwBc8zcTpKxxApPm86ussiSlpKJVadHM0Dsfc8tGWKW
https://us.list-manage.com/4hsWOCjVll_?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=9VGq6h4PoArMU_wVWFzuA2Rf15crfavm43Vf_LqHjYNMyVY9UfeV5ANYZ82K
https://us.list-manage.com/IYTK1ffvTWO?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=6Tu58IcP6YWE3yaHL3bfeZJx_zcwusqisabCsUovCxYynM5mepsqW0W1ljRU
https://us.list-manage.com/4AisxGnD4v_?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=GsoIHF5gqTUDt_MyBv2o5QmLSBVxwLrqw2Qk01S-cfTzzEIWcm5XPw7tL3-w
https://us.list-manage.com/4AisxGnD4v_?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=GsoIHF5gqTUDt_MyBv2o5QmLSBVxwLrqw2Qk01S-cfTzzEIWcm5XPw7tL3-w
https://us.list-manage.com/NJo8dxt99zU?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=9niEGl4hma8ELYohoWjIvnlriTn6dJ7PML7HwqrPfiqxnqBh6rjkxtrCMUbg
https://us.list-manage.com/ovfTMbbv7Lj?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=wqZbV4jD45dOHtjzw6KP_uwGrPeB34sfw6Exh5KRdsNAlHIYdV_YzY7LTj2n
https://us.list-manage.com/wkMUX9v09ZF?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=HtVtpEBGsRD3FL86iBLLEqSdqPxyhfE1Kzr7p5rszoaYZ6Yu6jGt1AXrCIJR
https://us.list-manage.com/wkMUX9v09ZF?e=654f462e0b&c2id=b93bc543aa6a08c03ee8703a8f209889&m=HtVtpEBGsRD3FL86iBLLEqSdqPxyhfE1Kzr7p5rszoaYZ6Yu6jGt1AXrCIJR
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comet, crossing the tail and returning measurements of
particles, fields and plasma.

NASA’s ISEE-3/ICE mission history also records its
contribution to observations of Halley’s Comet in 1986. Daily
data return ended in 1995, and NASA formally terminated
operations and support on 5 May 1997, although the
transmitter was left active for tracking.

The spacecraft returned to an Earth that could no longer
command it - ISEE-3 continued in heliocentric orbit. Its path
eventually carried it back toward the Earth-Moon system,
creating a narrow opportunity in 2014. With a carefully timed
velocity change, the probe could approach the Moon on a
trajectory that opened routes back to the L1 or L2 regions and
other useful orbits.

The spacecraft was transmitting, but hearing a carrier was not
the same as commanding it. Its communication design
belonged to the 1970s. The compatible Deep Space Network
hardware had been removed after the mission ended, and
NASA had neither a funded project nor the old equipment
required for a conventional recovery.

The reboot effort was led by Keith Cowing and Dennis Wingo
through Skycorp and the Space College Foundation, with help
from specialists and observatories in several countries. Public
crowdfunding paid for the attempt.

On 21 May 2014, NASA announced a non-reimbursable
Space Act Agreement with Skycorp. It allowed the team to
contact and potentially command the defunct spacecraft while
defining legal, technical and safety responsibilities. NASA
supplied permission and coordination, not project financing.

The arrangement was unusual. NASA described it as the first
agreement of its kind for a spacecraft the agency no longer
used and did not plan to use again. It did not transfer
ownership of ISEE-3. It authorized a private team to operate a
government spacecraft under agreed conditions.

Arecibo and software replaced a vanished control room

The team used software-defined radio technology to recreate
functions once performed by specialized hardware. Instead of
restoring a 1978 control center component by component,
modern software generated and interpreted the old signal
formats.

via Hackaday: FCC ISM Rules May Shatter Lora Mesh
Communities - Although everyone has their own reasons for
exploring a new hobby, one of the driving factors behind the
popularity of Meshtastic and MeshCore has been the
incredible accessibility offered by off-grid LoRa mesh
networks. You don’t need any expensive hardware or a license
to get on the air — armed with a $20 microcontroller dev
board and open source software, you could be on the mesh in
minutes. Then came the really exciting part, seeing who else
was out there. The low barrier of entry and ad-hoc nature of
these projects meant there was a good chance you’d soon find
yourself exchanging messages with other like-minded folks in
the area.

Or at least, that’s how it used to be. With the recent revelation
that their default radio configurations have potentially been in
violation of the Federal Communications Commission’s
(FCC) regulations governing amateur usage of the 900 MHz
industrial, scientific and medical (ISM) band, the users and
developers of both Meshtastic and MeshCore have been sent
scrambling. Getting in compliance isn’t necessarily a technical
challenge. In fact, Meshtastic has already introduced changes
aimed to address the issue and anyone running the latest alpha
release can be sure that their initial radio configuration will
meet FCC standards.

But unfortunately, this introduces a new problem. While it’s
easy enough to get new installations of Meshtastic and
MeshCore operating in a mode that keeps the FCC happy,
doing so breaks compatibility with everything that’s already
been deployed. The community will be fractured into distinct
strata depending on when they first configured their hardware,
with an added dash of confusion from the more rebellious
users who will undoubtedly refuse to migrate over to the new
settings.

What was once easy and accessible has just gotten a whole lot
more complicated.

Wait, Are They Talking About Us? So how is it that both
projects could have gotten as far as they have without
realizing that they may be in violation of regulations that date
back to the 1980s? It’s actually a bit tricky to nail down the
timeline. Nothing has changed recently in the rules, and while
it’s possible there were some back-channel discussions, the
FCC has made no public acknowledgement of Meshtastic,
MeshCore, or the general handling of LoRa mesh networks.

But if we go back to October of last year, we can see the first
signs of potential trouble. Issue #945 in the MeshCore GitHub
repository points out that the default radio settings in the US
for both it and Meshtastic would appear to run afoul of FCC
regulation 15.247. Specifically the second paragraph of
subsection (a), which dictates the minimum allowed
bandwidth. Out of the box MeshCore operates at 62.5 kHz and
Meshtastic uses 250 kHz, but the FCC says it needs to be 500
kHz or higher.

The resulting discussion, which spans several hundred
messages and is still seeing activity as recently as this week,
paints a fascinating picture and illustrates one of the reasons
it’s taken so long for the issue to gain traction. Although the
text of 15.247 may seem straightforward enough at first
glance, there’s always room for interpretation with documents
like this.

Some pointed out that subsection (a) states that it is “limited to
frequency hopping and digitally modulated intentional
radiators,” as evidence that it doesn’t apply as neither project
utilizes frequency hopping. Others felt that the rules were only
intended for devices with higher output power, and some even
expressed a disbelief that the manufacturers would allow the
modules to operate in a non-compliant mode in the first place.


https://science.nasa.gov/mission/isee-3-ice/
https://www.nasa.gov/news-release/nasa-signs-agreement-with-citizen-scientists-attempting-to-communicate-with-old-spacecraft/
https://www.nasa.gov/news-release/nasa-signs-agreement-with-citizen-scientists-attempting-to-communicate-with-old-spacecraft/
https://github.com/meshcore-dev/MeshCore/issues/945
https://github.com/meshcore-dev/MeshCore/issues/945
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Put simply they couldn’t decide if 15.247 was something they
really had to worry about, and without any official word
coming down from the FCC, were reluctant to throw the
community into turmoil over it.

More can be read at: https://twiar.net/

The ARRL Solar Report
9/30/2026

8/24/2026: Solar activity is likely to
continue at low levels with isolated to
occasional C-class flare activity, along
with a slight chance for R1-R2 (Minor-
Moderate) M-class flare events, through
- . September 25, according to NOAA’s
Space Weather Predlctlon Center. The SWPC reports that nine
sunspot regions are on the visible disk, including a new
Region 4541. There were three solar flares observed in the
past week, none of which was directed toward Earth.

A disturbed solar wind environment was expected to arrive
late yesterday, followed by positive polarity coronal hole high-
speed stream (+CH HSS) influences continuing through
September 25.

Unsettled to active geomagnetic field conditions levels are
expected as of today under early +CH HSS effects, including
isolated periods of G1 (Minor) geomagnetic storming today
and tomorrow.

The Australian Space Weather Forecasting Centre’s global HF
propagation forecast for middle latitudes is for mild
degradation today due to forecast geomagnetic activity,
followed by normal propagation in the days that follow. We
are currently in a period of equinoctial propagation, during
which conditions are relatively uniform around the world.

Predicted 10.7-centimeter radio flux from the SWPC: Sep 24,
100; Sep 25-26, 105; Sep 27, 100; Sep 28, 105; Sep 29, 110;
Sep 30-Oct 1, 115.

Send your tips, questions, or comments to w2vu(@arrl.org.

A weekly, full solar report is posted on ARRL News.

Coming Events

Arv’s - WA6UUT (SK) Wednesday Ham Radio
Luncheon
Our 19" Year! >> Since May 2, 2007 <<

Black Bear Diner - 415 East El Camino Real, Sunnyvale,
California, (Just “North” of South Fair Oaks Avenue on El
Camino Real) - 11:30 AM ~ 3:00 PM

Website: www.blackbeardiner.com. Every Wednesday — Not a
Club, Closed Group or Clique: Amateur Radio Operators &
Friendly People Are Encouraged To Attend! Call in on the
NO6NFI Repeater — 145.230MHz, PL 100Hz.

QCWA NorCal Chapter 11 - Lunch at Harry’s
Hofbrau 3 Wednesday of every month, 1909 El Camino
Real, Redwood City, CA. No host. 11:00AM to 1:00PM

(approx.).

North County Fire Authority CERT Training — For
information: https://northcountyfire.org/home/cert-classes/
Radio Exams in Millbrae — The Millbrac Amateur Radio
Club (MARC), is the only organization that hosts exams every
month of the year in San Mateo County. Website:
https.://millbraearc.org/. Exams: First Thursday of each month
at 17:30, and ARRL FD Robert Morris, AG6ZZ, President
MARC, ARRL VE Team Lead

Plan Ahead:
Pacificon — October 16 — 18, San Ramon, CA

SCLARC

SC4 Amateur Radio Club

AMATEUR RADIO
LICENSE CLASS & EXAM
Apr 17" & May 1%
FCC Exams May 8th 2027

Members from the Half Moon Bay and SC4 Amateur
Radio clubs will be conducting a free 2 day Technician
Licensing Class on Apr 17" and May 1%, beginning at 10
AM at the HMB Library.

To register for the class, please email
licensing@hmbarec.org (or if you have questions). See
www.hmbarc.org for more info,

We will also hold an in-person FCC Licensing Exam on
Saturday May 23, 2026 from 11:30 AM until 2 PM at the
HMB Library. All three license class exams will be offered
and it is not required that you attend the Licensing class.

To register for the exam, please do so before May 16 using
this link: 2026 FCC Exam

Once licensed, amateur (“ham”) radio allows
you to communicate over long distances without
relying on the internet or the cell phone network.
It is great for emergencies, outdoor
communications, fun and experimentation!

If you have an event you’d like posted in the Coastside
Communicator, please send to: kj6ogl@arrl.net



https://twiar.net/
mailto:w2vu@arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org/news
https://northcountyfire.org/home/cert-classes/
https://millbraearc.org/
mailto:licensing@hmbarc.org
http://www.hmbarc.org/
https://ham.study/sessions/6930cccaafdb6521de784469/1
mailto:kj6ogl@arrl.net
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OCTOBER PUZZLER
PAUL ATKINS, AIGBB
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SAN RAMON CA [

ATENA RADIO EONVENTION

ARRL PACIFIC DIVISION
HAM RADIO CONVENTION

Experience three great
days of activities at Pacificon!!
Produced by the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club
October 186, 17 & 18, 2026
San Ramon Marriott

2600 Bishop Drive
San Raman, California 94583

Outstanding

Technical Forums!
Sunday Moming
All Day Friday
Antenna Seminar Swap Meet
Saturday Breakfast Electronics
Kit Building
with Gordon West
Scouls.

Jamboree-On-The-Air
& Merit Badge Class

Great QRP activities!

Friday evening
MDARC Meeting with
Special Speaker

GENERAL ADMISSION:
$35 IN ADVANCE - FOR ALL 3 DAYS!

Tickets at the door will cost 845; 17 years old & under are free;
College Student: with valid student ID (25 & under): $5

** Some events have additional cost **

Saturday
Gordon West's
Ham Instrucior Academy

_— Saturday Banquet
If you need hotel accommodations with Keynote Speaker
either reserve your room on-line through
cificon.org, or call Marriott Hotel Reservations
5867—920[(?, by Sept 23, 2026 (per availability)
to ask for the Special Pacificon rate of $174/night

Equipment for Sale
Ham License Testing

Saturday One Day
W Technician License
at 9. Prep Class
T-Hunis!
Saturday & Sunday

Go to the Pacificon Website for
Events - Schedules - Registration

WWW.PACIFICON.ORG

** Events are subject fo change — check website **
For current “Pacificon Rulss and Polictes " see website
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2026 CARC MEETING/EVENT SCHEDULE

Date Event
Jan 14th CARC Meeting - 2026 Event Planning

th -
Jan 24" | Winter Field Day
Feb 11th CARC Meeting - 2025 Agenda Final —
© APRS Presentation
Mar 8th Daylight Savings Time Starts
Mar 11th Zoom Meeting — Invite Will Be Emailed
Apr 8th Pizza Meeting — Linda Mar Round Table
Apr 26th HMBARC Dream Machines - HMB
P Airport
May 13th CARC Meeting - Field Day Planning
June 10th CARC Meeting -Final FD Planning
June 14tk Flag Day
th -
2T | ARRL Field Day - Skyline College
Jul 8tk CARC Meeting
Aug 12tk CARC Meeting
Sep 9th CARC Meeting - Fog Fest Planning
Sep 26th - | Pacific Coast Fog Fest - Palmetto Ave.,
Sep 27th Pacifica - 10am - 6pm
CARC Meeting — 2027 Nomination of
th
Oct 14 Officers
82: 122& " | Pacificon 2025 - San Ramon Marriott
Nov 1st Daylight Savings Time Ends
Nov 14th CARC Election Banquet - Election of
Officers — Location TBD
Dec 9th CARC Meeting - Holiday Potluck

* Meetings are held at 7:30pm at Pacifica Fire Station
#72, 1100 Linda Mar Boulevard, Pacifica, CA 94044,
unless otherwise stated. If possible, meetings will also
have a Google Meet component.

www.smcready.org
cert@pacificapolice.org

PACIFICA
COMMUNITY
EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM

COASTSIDE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Join the Coastside Amateur Radio Club (CARC)

The Coastside Amateur Radio Club (CARC) is a welcoming, ARRL-
affiliated community of amateur radio enthusiasts. Since 1959, we've
been serving Pacifica and the surrounding Bay Area providing vital
emergency services to the City of Pacifica.

We invite you to join our monthly meetings, which are held on the
second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM at the Pacifica Police
Station, 2075 Coast Highway. Visitors are always welcome, so please
stop by! We recommend checking the Coming Events page on our
website, www.coastsidearc.org for any schedule changes.

Membership dues are $20 per year, which helps support the club and
repeater system.

CARC maintains a robust repeater and digipeater system on the North
Peak of Montara Mountain (1900 ft. elevation), providing excellent
coverage for the Coastside and beyond.

2-Meter (Voice)
Frequency: 146.925 MHz
PL Tone Mode: TSQL

Callsign: WA6TOW/R
Offset: -600 KHz
PL Tone: 114.8 Hz

APRS Digipeater
Frequency: 144.390 MHz

Callsign: WA6TOW-2

70 cm (Voice)
Frequency: 441.075 MHz
PL Tone: 114.8 Hz

Callsign: WA6TOW/R
Offset: + 5.00 KHz

CARC/Pacifica OES VHF Simplex:
146.535 MHz PL 114.8 Hz

VHF Nets
The club sponsors a VHF net each Wednesday, with the exception of
meeting nights, at 20:00 hrs. for membership check-ins, notices, and
QST’s.
HF Net

The club sponsors a HF rag chew net on 3.852 MHz, or the first clear
frequency up/dn, on Saturday at 09:00 hrs. with an alternate frequency
of 7.228 MHz.

Nets held on these repeaters must comply with the rules as set forth
by the FCC, with at least two or more participants.

The COASTSIDE COMMUNICATOR is a monthly publication of
the CARC. All articles contained herein are the opinions of the authors
and not necessarily those of the club members or editor. This
newsletter contains material from The ARRL Letter as permitted by
the American Radio Relay League.

Permission may be granted by the editor to reproduce material of this
publication. Credit must be given to the author, the Coastside
Communicator, and one copy of the reproduced article is sent to the
editor for approval.

b years

e 105
JeiFica.

of service of affiliation


http://www.coastsidearc.org/

COASTSIDE NETS

Monday

7:00 PM on WA6TOW
146.925 MHz, PL 114.8
Pacifica CERT Net

Tuesday

7:30 PM on WA6TOW

146.925 MHZ, PL 114.8

Daly City Net

8:00 PM on WA6TOW 146.925 MHZ, PL
114.8 and KC6ULT 146.865 MHz, PL 114.8

simultaneously, but not linked.
San Mateo County ACS Net

Wednesday

8:00 PM on WA6TOW

146.925 MHz, PL 114.8

Coastside Amateur Radio Club Wednesday
Night Check-in.

Saturday

10:00 AM on WA6TOW
146.925 MHZ, PL 114.8
QCWA Ch. 11 NorCal. Net

Sunday:

7:00-7:45 AM on WA6TOW
146.925 MHz, PL 114.8
Knights of the Megahertz Net

Note: All 2m repeater traffic is recorded and
may be replayed at audiostickerburr.net.

CLUB OFFICERS
Office Name Call

President Ralph Kugler KC6YDH
Vice President Paul Atkins Al6BB
Secretary Tél{)i‘rjgs KF60GL
Treasurer George Salet KJ6TSX

CLUB STAFF
Control Officer Steph_e n KN60ORM

Austin

Trustee of Club Call Sgips}tlﬁln KN60ORM
Station Technician Michael Herbert WB6JKV
Field Day Coordinator S[;ipsftlﬁln KN60ORM
Membership George Salet KJ6TSX
Newsletter Editor Thomas Oliver KJ60GL
Newsletter Publisher Paul Atkins Al6BB
Website Paul Atkins AI6BB
Emergency Services

Meeting Notice.

October 14, 2026, 7:30 PM Firehouse & Google Meet

Watch for Invitation via E-Mail or Contact
CARC INFO@COASTSIDEARC.ORG to be added

COASTSIDE COMMUNICATOR

EDITOR
P.O.BOX 1106-6106
PACIFICA, CA 94044

TO:

FIRST CLASS
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